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“Against Lynching and ‘Jim Crow’ Cars,” From the Indianapolis Freedman on August 

20, 1904.  

Worcester, Mass. Special – The annual convention of the Northeastern Federation of 

Colored Women’s Club closed here last week with a solemn protests against lynching 

and the “jim crow” car for Afro-American passengers on southern railroads and all forms 

of discriminations against the colored race in general. The convention also put itself on 

record as declaring that “Pitchfork” Benjamin R. Tillman, of South Carolina, and 

Governor Vardaman, of Mississippi, were un-American, because “they have encouraged 

discrimination and public lawlessness against colored people by their public acts and 

utterances.”  

 

“Why They Were Absent: A Statement Concerning the Colored People and the 

Mills Meetings- The Colored People and Their Difficulties” From the Worcester Spy 

on November 15, 1887, by E. George Biddle, Pastor at the AME Zion Church.  

Those who have attended the… meetings… have noticed the absence of our colored 

citizens... [Colored citizens] cited to me the fact that during the opening week of the Mills 

meetings some of the leading members of the evangelical churches of our city were at 

the city hall endeavoring to have one end of a street renamed, simply because colored 

people lived on the other end… Industrious, respectable Christian men and women 

seeking to hire or lease respectable tenements, were met at the door by leading 

members of the white churches with point blank and often insulting refusals, simply 

because they were colored. My people asked me: Are those people sincere when they 

invite us to worship with them? … Avenues to honorable and lucrative employment are 

closed against us; we are remanded to menial positions… the Irish,  the Armenian, the 

Swede come from afar and are preferred before us; they are employed by state, city and 

corporation… Our talented, educated young men and women are obliged to obtain and 

retain positions beneath their capacities, simply because they belong to the African race. 

… Is it a crime to belong to the African race? … We… accuse the… manufacturers and 

merchants of our city of discriminating against us… You charge us with being over 

sensitive, with abstaining from the meetings. We charge you with latent prejudice against 

us, with coldness and indifference to the welfare of our souls.  
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“Odd Fellows Installation” From the Indianapolis Freedman on April 29, 1893. 

Worcester, Mass.- Our race here can not secure positions in the commercial trades that 

pay good wages. They will take great care of the colored student and do all in their 

power to have them keep pace with their Caucasian classmates, but then they must 

serve as menial. The new John Street Baptist church built this year, is well filled every 

Sunday. Our Equal Rights League is growing fast, one new member is added every 

meeting.  

 

“Color Line in Worcester,” From the Indianapolis Freedman on June 4, 1904. 

H. K. Craft of Brown University, Providence R.I., was refused admission to the dining 

room of a hotel in Worcester, Mass., Friday, May 20th, on account of his color. He had 

visited the city as a member of the football team. The disposition of some hotel keepers, 

East and West, to draw the color line is not on account of the guest. The guests are not 

in sympathy with hotel proprietors, but rather have a grievance against them for 

unsatisfactory service.  

 

“Occupations in which 10,000 or more American Negroes are engaged” Complied 

by W.E.B. Du Bois for the 1900 Paris Exposition.  Compares Agricultural Laborers, 

Farmers, Servants, Laborers and Launderers. Parts of this document are in French.  
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“Butler’s Letter” from the Worcester Daily Spy on August 19, 1884.  

A dispute in regard to wages culminated in another strike at the shoe factory of C. T. 

Sampson, North Adams, January, 1870. The rules of the Crispins had now become so 

obnoxious to this manufacturer that he again sought to displace some of his workmen 

and engage others who did not belong to the order. Finding that the influence of the 

organization was exerted so as to prevent this, he determined to introduce foreign labor 

of a kind that would not be likely to yield to this influence.  Acting upon this resolve, 

Chinamen were brought from California to take the place of his former employees.  

 

“Testimony Before the Bureau of Labor Statistics” from The Canadian French in 

Boston, recorded by Carroll D. Wright in 1882.  The speaker is Mr. Lalime. 

Now, gentlemen, as I was saying a minute ago, in looking at the past ten years, not only 

in Worcester but in Woonsocket, Fall River, Lawrence, Lowell, Biddeford, Lewiston, 

Manchester, and Nashua,- why, ten year ago there was not a single organization, and 

when you come to find out that we now have our French schools in all these places, that 

we have our business houses everywhere, it seems to me that we have been 

progressing, and that we ought not to be compared with the Chinese of the East. That 

expression, gentlemen has hurt me somewhat, and I must say that I was one of the first 

in our city to come up and say, we must meet Mr. Wright, and show him that we are a 

white people, and that we have been well brought up, that is, as well as American 

gentlemen are brought up. Let us go and meet Mr. Wright, and show him that here, 

though we are not in what we might call out mother country, we have made the United 

States our second mother country. 

“Testimony Before the Bureau of Labor Statistics” from The Canadian French in 

Boston, recorded by Carroll D. Wright in 1882. The speaker is Mr. Wright. 

The employers of labor have done much to stimulate French immigration; almost without 

exception, the mill managers, whatever they have to say about the traits of the 

Canadians, prefer them in their mills; for they are industrious in the extreme, do not 

grumble about pay, are docile, and have nothing to do with labor agitations. While in 

these directions they have won the regard of employers, they have incurred the 

animosity of labor reformers.  
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“Strikes in Massachusetts: 1830-1880.” complied by Carroll D. Wright in Boston in 1889.  
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Excerpts from “Preface” from Rural Economy in New England at the beginning of the 

nineteenth century by Percy Wells Bidwell, 1916.  

The following chapters are a part, only, of a larger work which I have undertaken, a 

history of the changes in the rural economy of New England in the nineteenth century. In 

broad outline such a history falls into three periods: (1) The period of self-sufficient 

economy, which had existed since the settlement of the country… the characteristic 

features of rural economy were the absence of any market for farm produce and the 

consequent dependence of each town… on its own resources… (2) The period of 

transition to commercial agriculture, under the stimulus afforded by the rise of 

manufacturing… and the consequent demand for food and raw materials on the part of 

the… non-agricultural population… (3) The period of the decadence of New England 

agriculture, extending from the close of the Civil War to the end of the nineteenth 

century; a period in which the increasing pressure of Western competition caused the 

abandonment of large numbers of New England farms and a decline in both the quantity 

and quality of the rural population. It was thus that the Rural Problem of New England 

arose 

 

“Condition of 300 Negro farm tenants after 1 year’s toil, 1898.” Complied by W.E.B. 

Du Bois for the 1900 Paris Exposition.   
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“Heresy from the Heart of the Commonwealth” from the Springfield Republican on 

July 15, 1891.  

If the drift of labor be any sign there is hardly an employment related to any other 

industry which does not yield more satisfactory returns to labor than the business of 

agriculture. And in that case, if any industry needs government favor and bounties – if 

any class of workers is to be taxed for the benefit to help of another class – agriculture in 

all justification should be the beneficiary as the Spy must admit.  

 

“Theodore Roosevelt, half-length portrait, standing, facing right, making speech at 

Worcester, Mass.” Taken by unknown photographer in 1902. Roosevelt spoke that year 

at the Worcester Agricultural Fair to a crowd of approximately 25,000 people.  
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 “Worcester and Foreign Trade” by R.B.F. from Worcester Magazine published in 

1902. 

The first attempt to organize the servants was a miserable failure. Most of the workers 

were foreigners who had been in this country a comparatively short time, and their 

wages, compared with the miserable pittance they had been receiving in their native 

land, were liberal. Since then, however, matters have changed. Intelligence offices have 

served the purpose of instructing the servants that they have rights and are in a measure 

responsible for the spirit of independence which has asserted itself of late years… 

Among the obstacles which still remain in the way of… organization of the servant 

classes is the race question. The different nationalities are frequently at swords’ points. 

Take, for instance, the negro cook. Will he work in harmony with the Swedish or Irish 

housemaids or other servants? Generally he will not. 

 

“The Chicago Servants Union” from Worcester Magazine published around 1844.  

New England should have a deep interest in sharing in the coming development of 

foreign trade, as natural causes have already diverted so many of her industries to other 

sections of the country. Her textile and her leather manufactures have followed the drift 

of population, and her iron and steel industry is now represented by abandoned mines 

and furnaces. The great giant of the iron industry has stretched himself along the 

territory extending south from the great lakes, and lying between the Alleghenies and the 

meridian of Chicago. The great middle West, an empire in itself, once an agricultural 

section, dependent upon the mills and ships of new England, now sends hither its 

manufactured products in boots and shoes, metal and woodworking machines, furniture, 

and a score of other products.   
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“Washburn & Moen Manufacturing Company” Created by an unknown artist and 

printed between 1851 and 1900. From the collection of J.W. Allen.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Strikes in Worcester Massachusetts 1830-1880” by Carrol D. Wright, 1880  

A dispute in regard to wages culminated in another strike at the shoe factory of C. T. 

Sampson, North Adams, January, 1870. The rules of the Crispins had now become so 

obnoxious to this manufacturer that he again sought to displace some of his workmen 

and engage others who did not belong to the order. Finding that the influence of the 

organization was exerted so as to prevent this, he determined to introduce foreign labor 

of a kind that would not be likely to yield to this influence.  Acting upon this resolve, 

Chinamen were brought from California to take the place of his former employees.  
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heretofore: 

up until now 

“Massachusetts Acts and Resolves 1869”  

Chap.  463 AN ACT TO ENFRANCHISE THE INDIANS OF THE COMMONWEALTH 

Be it enacted, as follows:  

Indians, &c., made citizens- Section 1. All Indians and people of color, heretofore known 

and called Indians, within this Commonwealth,  are hereby made and declared to be 

citizens of the Commonwealth, and entitled to all the rights, privileges and immunities, 

and subject to all the duties and liabilities to which citizens of this Commonwealth are 

entitled or subject. 

Agent of board of state charities may sell or lease house in Webster- Section 5. The 

general agent of the board of state charities shall take charge of the house, and all 

property connected therewith, in the town of Webster, belonging to the Commonwealth, 

and may lease the same to persons heretofore known as members of the Dudley tribe of 

Indians, upon terms substantially like those upon which they have heretofore occupied it; 

or he shall under direction of the board of state charities, sell the same at public auction, 

and the proceeds of such leases or sale shall be paid into the treasury of the 

Commonwealth.  

Approved June 23, 1869.  

 

“Last Survivor of the Nipmucs Tells of her Tribe’s History” From the Boston Herald 

on September 6, 1914 

“My people were the Webster or Dudley tribe of Nipmucs. Sometime we were called 

Pegans. My father owned quite a tract of land, but I have never been able to get 

anything of it. You know. I was but a little Indian girl when he died, and long before I was 

old enough to look out for any right I had, the property was gone. I owe almost 

everything that followed to a white family that took me into their home, brought me up 

and educated me. They seemed to enjoy teaching me and though I never went to school 

I learned to know the value of my books…  We moved to Fiskdale when I was 6 years 

old, not far from here. All the friends I had then were among white people, and they all 

tried to get me to make something of myself. I have learned you can do a great deal, if 

you just want to.”  
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“Meeting of Colored Citizens” from the Liberator on July 30, 1858. Published in 

Boston, but written, in part, by Ebenezer Hemenway, a Nipmuc man living in Worcester.   

Resolved, That the colored citizens of Worcester will put forth their best efforts to effect 

the purposes set forth in these resolutions, and that they will never be found wanting in 

any emergency.  

Resolved, That we firmly believe slavery to be a high-handed villainy against man, and a 

sin against God: and any attempt to reconcile it with the teachings of Christ, whether by 

colored or white, ought to be dishonored of men and spurned from society.  

Resolved, That we cannot consistently, and therefore will not, be in union with this 

wicked nation, so long as its aim is to hold our brethren in bondage.  

Resolved, That all attempts to enslave are a violation of common sense and justice; 

therefore we declare our perfect hatred against slavery in all its forms, and will never 

yield willingly to the yoke of oppression.  

 

Comparison of Census records references to Native Americans from 1860 and 1870. 

“The History and Growth of the United States Census” as complied by Carroll D. 

Wright in 1900.   

effect the 

purposes:  

meet the 

standards 

found 

wanting: left 

without help 

high handed 

villainy: 

political evil  reconcile it 

with: make it 

agree with 
spurned: 

rejected  

brethren in 

bondage: 

others in 

slavery  

yoke of 

oppression: 

slavery  

 

  

mulatto: 

person of 

mixed race; 

considered 

an offensive 

term  



Women Workers Primary Sources 

Rediscovering an American Community of Color: The Photographs of William Bullard, 1897-1917 October 14, 2017 – February 25, 

2018 WORCESTER ART MUSEUM / worcesterart.org 

“Nurse and Clerk- How Sweet Girl Graduates Earn their Living. ARE THEY JUSTLY 

TREATED? Work as Hard as Men, But Do Not Earn as Much.” from Worcester Daily 

Spy November 10th, 1895.  

 

Association of College Alumnae Asks the Opinions of Employers and Employees. The 

woman in industry who finds herself employed in the occupations which are open to 

men, and very frequently performs identical work for a salary or for wages much below 

those paid her co-workers of the opposite sex, is naturally apt to inquire what reason, 

economic or other justifies this inequality. That the inequality exists is well known… 

“When Women receive less than men for work of the same grade, is their work, in your 

opinion, less valuable to the employer?” was an important question to which 332 replies 

were received. Of these, 212… indicate that the service of men and women, when on 

the same grade of work, are equally valuable. Of the others, 41 considered the work of 

women more valuable, while 31 replied that they deemed it less valuable.   

 

 

Excerpts from Ernestine Potowski Rose’s Speech at the National Women’s Rights 

Convention, Worcester, MA, 1851.  

 

Answer, ye wise men of the nation, and answer truly… Say that she is not created free 

and equal… that she is not entitled to life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness…. And in 

spite of another principle, recognized in this Republic, namely, that “taxation without 

representation is tyranny,” yet she is taxed without being represented. Her property may 

be consumed by taxes to defray the expenses of that unholy… war, yet she has no 

power to give her veto against it. From the cradle to the grave she is subject to the 

power and control of man… Not long ago, I saw an account of two offenders... One was 

charged with stealing a pair of boots,  for which offense he was sentenced to six months’ 

imprisonment; the other crime was assault and battery upon his wife: he was let off with 

a reprimand from the judge!... The judge showed us the comparative value which he set 

on two kinds of property. But then you must remember that the boots were taken by a 

stranger, while the wife was insulted by her legal owner!... Carry out the republican 

principle of universal suffrage, or strike it from your banners and substitute “Freedom 

and Power to one half of society, and submission and slavery to the other.”   
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“Female Help” Employment listings from The Boston Herald on July 2, 1895 

 

SALESWOMAN Wanted who are thoroughly experienced in selling ribbons and laces. 

None but the best need call.  

 

ASSITANT OFFICE CLERKS 2 young ladies and 2 young men wanted; we will give 

complete course in shorthand, typewriting, telegraphy, book-keeping for services in 

office; apply now.  

 

CAPABLE woman wanted to do general housework for family of 6; wages $5 per week. 

 

EXPERIENCED WOMEN wanted on fine candy, drug, and jewelers boxes; steady work 

and good pay.  

 

“Industrial Problems, Welfare Work: United States. Massachusetts. Worcester. 

Royal Worcester Corset Company: Main stitching room – Royal Worcester Corset 

Co.” Included in Social Museum Collection. Taken by an unidentified artist around 1903. 
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“Nurse and Clerk- How Sweet Girl Graduates Earn their Living. ARE THEY JUSTLY 

TREATED? Work as Hard as Men, But Do Not Earn as Much.” from Worcester Daily 

Spy November 10th, 1895.  

 

Association of College Alumnae Asks the Opinions of Employers and Employees. The 

woman in industry who finds herself employed in the occupations which are open to 

men, and very frequently performs identical work for a salary or for wages much below 

those paid her co-workers of the opposite sex, is naturally apt to inquire what reason, 

economic or other justifies this inequality. That the inequality exists is well known… 

“When Women receive less than men for work of the same grade, is their work, in your 

opinion, less valuable to the employer?” was an important question to which 332 replies 

were received. Of these, 212… indicate that the service of men and women, when on 

the same grade of work, are equally valuable. Of the others, 41 considered the work of 

women more valuable, while 31 replied that they deemed it less valuable.   

 

 

Excerpts from Ernestine Potowski Rose’s Speech at the National Women’s Rights 

Convention, Worcester, MA, 1851.  

 

Answer, ye wise men of the nation, and answer truly… Say that she is not created free 

and equal… that she is not entitled to life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness…. And in 

spite of another principle, recognized in this Republic, namely, that “taxation without 

representation is tyranny,” yet she is taxed without being represented. Her property may 

be consumed by taxes to defray the expenses of that unholy… war, yet she has no 

power to give her veto against it. From the cradle to the grave she is subject to the 

power and control of man… Not long ago, I saw an account of two offenders... One was 

charged with stealing a pair of boots,  for which offense he was sentenced to six months’ 

imprisonment; the other crime was assault and battery upon his wife: he was let off with 

a reprimand from the judge!... The judge showed us the comparative value which he set 

on two kinds of property. But then you must remember that the boots were taken by a 

stranger, while the wife was insulted by her legal owner!... Carry out the republican 

principle of universal suffrage, or strike it from your banners and substitute “Freedom 

and Power to one half of society, and submission and slavery to the other.”   
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“Female Help” Employment listings from The Boston Herald on July 2, 1895 

 

SALESWOMAN Wanted who are thoroughly experienced in selling ribbons and laces. 

None but the best need call.  

 

ASSITANT OFFICE CLERKS 2 young ladies and 2 young men wanted; we will give 

complete course in shorthand, typewriting, telegraphy, book-keeping for services in 

office; apply now.  

 

CAPABLE woman wanted to do general housework for family of 6; wages $5 per week. 

 

EXPERIENCED WOMEN wanted on fine candy, drug, and jewelers boxes; steady work 

and good pay.  

 

“Industrial Problems, Welfare Work: United States. Massachusetts. Worcester. 

Royal Worcester Corset Company: Main stitching room – Royal Worcester Corset 

Co.” Included in Social Museum Collection. Taken by an unidentified artist around 1903. 
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